Chemical restraint and analgesia for diagnostic and emergency procedures.
Diagnostic or emergency procedures are a necessity; however, the accompanying stress, discomfort, and pain must be considered and alleviated. The requirement for restraint and analgesia varies with the individual animal and its condition. Safe protocols are suggested for specific patient concerns. Recommendations for stabilization are included to reduce the detrimental effects of the drugs used. Alternatives are presented when feasible for animals in less critical condition. Technique of administration and dose adjustment is covered, as is drug selection.